
Research for the Current 

Practice and Future Response 

Tomohide ATSUMI, Ph.D. 

Osaka University, Japan 

Nippon Volunteer Network Active in Disaster 



Why am I presenting today? 

PRACTICE has THE FIRST PRIORITY!  If I could add 

something here 

 

 Not because I have already started any research by ourselves, but 

because, as a researcher, I think that we should start research.  

However, research should not be for the research, but for the 

current practice and future response. Today, I would like to 

propose, not only to archive IACCR activities, but also  

 1. to start ethnographic research in each area via practice  

 Participant Observation, Document Analyses, Interview… 

 2. to establish or connect us to an already-established network for 

data/findings exchange, for example, the following issues. 



Practical Questions 

 How do you cover when your volunteers suffer from the virus 

(insurance) 

 

 How did you motivate citizens, especially young students, to 

respond seriously to the Coronavirus. 

 

 How did you take care of the elderly people and people with 

disability, if it is hard to see them directly? Sent messages? Chat 

over SNS? 

 

 Can we establish a model for future bio-hazard response? 

 

Can Research Propose Any Ideas? 



Academic Questions, possibly related to practice 

 Psychological responses/care 

 Social Psychological issues 

Prejudice 

Do not have any and overcome. 

expert knowledge vs. lay knowledge 

Do not use “Cluster”, “Overshoot”, “Lockdown” without 

translation. 

attacking invisible enemy 

Be afraid but in a proper way, but how? 

solidarity via social network 

Keep some distance from authoritarianism, dictatorship… 

 



Academic Questions possibly related to practice 

hoarding behavior 

How to persuade not to do? 

Isolation, human-machine interaction 

AI?  Through network?  

Culture, collective identities 

 

Philosophical - What is this anyway? Spiritual response? 

 



I would like to ask you 

1. Are there any researchers who are conducting 

any ethnographic research around you? 

 

2. Are you familiar with any academic network? 

 

Shall we establish one? 


